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Clark Should Fight 
In His Own Class 


CHICAGO. 

A NEW book by a former 
attorney general seeks to 
discredit FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover. 

Well, people have been 
sticking pins in Hoover for as 
long as I can remember, and 
none has yet drawn blood. 
Why do they try? 

When Ramsey Clark was at- 
torney general for a couple of 
years, technically he was 
Hoover’s superior.” He could 
not shove Hoover aroupd; 
nobody could. So now Clark 
has written a book accusing 
the director of “self-centered 
concern for his own reputa- 
tion,” as If that were bad. 

The book purports to “re- 
veal” that there was conflict 
between Hoover and former 
Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy. 

Lightweight Ramsey Clark 
should fight in his own class. I 
guess he knows that now. 

Instead of temporizing or 
denying the book's allegations 
of “conflict," Director Hoover 
affirms that there most cer- 
tainly was “conflict" between 
himself and those others. 
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S PARING the deceased a 
recapitulation of some of 
Kennedy's conduct while in 
that office, the director 
relates only professional dif- 
ferences. For example, 
Kennedy wanted to lower FBI 
employment standards in or- 
der to bring in more Negro 
agents. Hoover refused. 

“I told him, ‘Bobby, I hava 
no prejudices. The FBI has 
Negro agents, Indian agents, 
Chinese agents — all kinds of 
agents. Anyone who can meet 
the qualifications can have i 
job. But I will not lower those 
qualifications.’ " And he 
didn’t. 

As for Clark, Hoover says, 



“He was the worst of all the 
attorney generals I have seen 
• * . a jellyfish ... a softy . . . 
likely to slip-flop on any is- 
sue.” 

If Clark Is, as some say, 
seeking a national following 
which may propel him to na- 
tional prominence in 1972, he 
should never have gone lion 
hunting with a peashooter. 

About his charge that Direc- 
tor Hoover is concerned “for 
his own reputation”: You bet 
be isl 

Forsaking all others, the 


FBI is his religion, his wife, 
his life. 

When Hoover took over as 
director 45 years ago, the FBLm 
was a crummy conglomer- - 
ation of political rejects. With- 1 " 
in three years, he cleaned out * 
the misfits and established the 
standards which have become , 
tradition. 

In all those years, no taint 
of scandal has touched the, 
FBI. No FBI agent, ever used,,,^ 
threats or violence to get I'*-* 
confession. . 

# » • 

i 

N ONE ever misbehaved orr'* 
duty and the few whose 
conduct off duty was unbe- 
coming were summarily dis- - 
missed. 

Clark’s accusation is not 1 . 
new. Three generations of lib-"” 
erals have accused Hoover of**** 
being a “dictator.” 

If by that they mean he 
runs the FBI with an uncom-*’ 
promising hand — he sure ->* 
does.. Be glad he does. • rr ‘_ r 
Despite the sensitive nature' * 
of his fifes — - which include 
something about almost ev- n 
erybody, which could be use<t*” 
for diabolical blackmail or ne*^ (( 
farious political purpose — Di- 
rector Hoover has preserved 
the sanctity of those files 
against generations of the- ? 
worst bad people the world »$r 
has been able to produce. 

There were times when^ 
Hoover stood, almost alone, ^ 
between them and us. 

J. Edgar Hoover will continw; 
}ie to be feared by the Panth- L 
ers on the left and the Klan on 
the right and the overall un- 
derworld — and by light-’ M 
weights who will always be 
outclassed as long as he if 
around. • “» 
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